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2008 ELKHART COUNTY 

MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

Tentative Dates of training: 18 sessions are scheduled: 

Wed., Aug. 13, 2008; Wed., Aug. 20, 2008; Wed., Aug. 27, 2008; 

Wed., Sept. 3, 2008; Wed., Sept. 10, 2008; Wed., Sept. 17, 2008; 

Wed., Sept. 24, 2008; Wed., Oct. 1, 2008; Wed., Oct. 8, 2008; 

Wed., Oct. 15, 2008; Wed., Oct. 22, 2008; Wed., Oct. 29, 2008; 

Wed., Nov. 5, 2008; Wed., Nov. 12, 2008; Wed., Nov. 19, 2008; 

Tue., Nov. 25, 2008; Wed., Dec. 3, 2008; Wed., Dec. 10, 2008. 

 

Time: All classes begin at 1:00 p.m. EST and end approximately 
4:30 p.m. 

Location: Elkhart County Extension Office – Conference Room, 
Elkhart County 4-H Fairgrounds, 17746 County Road 34, east of 
Goshen. 

Subjects to be covered: Soil science, plant nutrition, plant science, 
insect identification and control, weed identification and control, 
disease identification and control, pesticide safety and use, vege-
table gardening, woody ornamentals, flowers, indoor gardening, 
lawn care, tree fruit production, basic landscaping and other top-
ics as needed. 

Teachers: Teachers for this course will be Purdue University Ex-
tension Educators, Purdue University Extension specialists, or 
local experts. 

Class size: Limited to 30 people. Potential participants must com-
plete an application.  
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A committee composed of Master Gardeners and the Extension 
Educator - Agriculture, will review the applications. Priority will 
be given to Elkhart County residents and those who will complete 
Master Gardener volunteer requirements. 

Cost: $175.00 per person, which includes class materials. 

Expectations: Master Gardeners is a volunteer training program, 
not just a series of classes. 

Participants are expected to attend all sessions. An exam will be 
given at the last class. Those passing the exam (70% or better) 
will become Master Gardener interns. 

Interns are expected to donate 45 hours of public service to the 
Extension Office. 

The type of volunteer work is based on a mutual decision with the 
Master Gardener intern and the Extension Educator in charge of 
the program. Once the intern has completed the volunteer obliga-
tion, the Master Gardener will receive a certificate from Purdue 
University verifying the participant has completed the Master 
Gardener course. Additional training and volunteerism can lead to 
certification as an Advanced Master Gardener. 

How do I Get Involved in Master Gardeners? 

Applications are due by 4:30 p.m. July 7, 2008. Pick up your ap-
plication in Goshen at the Elkhart County Extension Office, 
17746 CR 34, Goshen. In the city of Elkhart, applications are 
available at the Extension Office Branch in the County Courts 
Building, 315 S. 2nd Street in Elkhart. 

Do not send money with your application. Applicants will be no-
tified by letter on or before July 17 about the status of their appli-
cation. 
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