PURDUE NONPROFI ORG.

UNIVERSITY PAID

PURDUE EXTENSION SERVICE - Elkhart County

Elkhart County 4-H Fairgrounds 46528

PERMIT NO. 42
GOSHEN, INDIANA

17746-E County Road 34
Goshen, IN 46528-6898
Cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture

‘uonninsul Auunyoddo [enba/ssaaoe [enba ue si AlSISAIUN anpind
¥G50-€€G (¥.9)
82591 NI NIHSO9D 'v€ 4O 3F-9%/2/.T
S3I0YNO0SIY TVINLYN/IENLINDINOY
J0O1voNnad3 NOISNILXT
JHVANNOS WOIYT

301440 NOISNILXT ALNNOD LHVHM1T
ALISYAIAINDRDN .... Qh.mcm wel|im ....
MDQmDnH "QMOoOuUS Ul sSmo | |oy AKAiana

: S}l 0} PAY10[ISaI0} B} UEY) [NJINeaq :
alow plom sy} ui Bulyiou si a1ay Ly

"S133]UNJOA P3IILISD

pue paureJl jo asn ay ybno.yl 81 nonioy awoy o eale syl Ul 3dURlSISSe [2o1uyoa) pue uonewlojul buipinoid Ag Auunw

-Wwo2 a8y} ui a41] Jo Aljenb sy aacidwi 01 sI wie o1ads S)| *AUN0D LeyY|T JO 82IAIS8S UOISUBIXT anpind 8yl Yum uonerjie ul Buiiom
‘welboid Bulurel] 1931unjoA Jauspies) JsISeN 8yl Jo sjuawalinbal ay) pa1s|dwod aARY UOIRIDOSSY 8y JO SISqWIBIA *Aunwiwod

ay) Jo Juswanoidwi ay) 01 pajesIpap uoleziuebio [euoieanps 11joid-104-10U € S| UONRID0SSY Slsuspies) Ja)SeN BueIydIN ayL

JUSWANE]S UOISSIN
ALNNOD LyVHYTT
NOILVIOOSSYSHINIAUYD) ¥ILSV|N VNVIHOIN




The Michiana
[2%)
X F
«?) Broadcaster
AHel ping Each C
Michiana Master Gardeners Association December 2009
Features This Issue! Pages
|l ndex/ From the Presildei2 69| D
Board Members and Liaison Duties 3
Day Minder- Dates for 2009 4
Board Member Contact Information 5
What is CoCoRaHS? 6
Poinsettia Care by Ericka Soumare 7
Protecting Plants from Salt Damage 8
Recipes from our Master Gardeners 9-10
Membership Meeting Highlights 11-12
Continuing Education Opportunities 13
Annual Dinner with Jole 1dampgpl
FROM THE PRESI DENTO6S| D
Winter has arrived for sure today. The wind is fresh (cold) just like it
came straight from the North Pole and, for those involved with Co-
CoRaHS, we have snow to measure gan

morning. For most people that is an incentive to get up and get going in
the morning. However, for me it

The year 2009 has really flown by, and it is time to start preparing for
the events of 2010. The election of Board Members to replace

The “joe’ behind joe gardener®

&

‘;.]1‘
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Public Seminar and Annual Meeting
Saturday, March 13th, 2010

th Special Gues
known as fiJoe Garde
Syndicated Columnist & TV Host of GardenSmart

Wi

Tickets for the Public Seminar in the afté&neaming Your Gar-

den While Protecting the Plameg $10 in advance and $12 ;
door. The program will be held at Greencroft Senior Cents
Goshen from 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm. Tickets will be availablg
ing MMGA meetings. They are $10.00 each, and come in
10 for members wishing to sell.

We also have tickets for the Evening Dinner and Annual M
The time is 5:00 for the Social time and 5:30 for the dinner
gram (for MMGA members and their spouses or guests) ig
Green Garden ToolSickets for the Evening Dinner for MM(
members will be complimefttatifose members in good star
ing with dues paid by December 315tkets for spouses ang
guests will be $16 each and will be available at upcoming
and at the Extension office.

Anyone with questions may contact Linda Harkleroad at
(574) 4538214.
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e January 23, 2010

7th Annual Gardening Show Sponsored by Porter County Master Gar-
deners Association9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Porter County Expo CenterdN

at Division Road, Valparaiso IN, Admission $7, Children under 12 are fre

e January 26, 2010

Gardening With a Native Landscape Sponsored by Purdue Extension
and University of lllinois Extension, The Beef House, Covington IN, 6:30
to 9:00 pm (EST) 6:00 pm Registration; 6:30 pm Beef House meal

e February 27, 2010

Advanced Master Gardener Training Sponsored by Madison County
Master Gardeners,Madison County 4H Fairgrounds, Alexandria IN, Reg-
istration Fee for Training, Continental Breakfast, and Lunch: $35.00 (due
February 13, 2010) Seeds, bulbs and other items for sale!

e March 6, 2010
Spring Tonic Sponsored by Hoosier Hillsides Master Gardenerf)range

County Community Center, 1075 Sandy Hook Road, Orange County Fairt

grounds, Paoli IN, 8:30 am to 3:00 pm, Open to the public (Master Garde
receive 5 hours of Education Credit), Registration Fee: $35.00 if paid by H
15, 2010, $40.00 after. Fee includes continental breakfast and lunch.

June 1819, 2010
2010 Purdue Master Gardener State Conferenc&urdue University West
Lafayette CampusSave the dateFor information;purduemg@purdue.edu

e July 114, 2010
England and Its Gardens, International Study Abroad for Purdue Master
Gardeners

by

hers
feb.

cont. Page 2

those whose term ends December 31, 2009 was held at our regular No-
vember General Membership meeting. On December 7, 2009 a MMGA
Board Organizational meeting was held to elect the Board Officers and
assign Liaison Officers for the year 2010. The results of these elections
and assignments are listed on the following page.

Also at this meeting a brief discussion was held concerning the e-mails
that were posted after our November Membership meeting that shows a
desire for a few day time meetings during the year. Because a large
portion of our members have daytime employment this would have to
occur on a Saturday to include everyone. It was presented to the Board
members for their consideration in the coming year. You may contact
any Board member to make your feelings known on this or any other
matter. Your involvement is always appreciated.

As this is my last opportunity to express my appreciation to all of you for
the opportunity to serve you as your President, | want you to know | con-
sider it a great honor to have served you. You are a great group of peo-
ple and are the backbone of the Michiana Master Gardeners Associa-
tion. You deserve the credit for making it one of the best in the State of
Indiana. Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your accomplish-
ments.

My hope is that you will give the 2010 Officers & Board Members the
same great support you have given to me and the 2009 Officers &
Board Members. | wish you all a Great Holiday Season and a Healthy
and Prosperous New Year.

~Paul Miles, Gold MG, 2003

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR 2010 MEMBERSHIP
DUES? IF NOT, SEND YOUR FORM AND $20.00
TO LINDA KIMPEL AT THE EXTENSION OFFICE
IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ALL 2010 MEMBER
BENEFITS.



mailto:purduemg@purdue.edu
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
MI CHI ANA MASTER GARDENEROS| A

2010 Elected Board Members & Liaison Duties Annual Dinner meeting and Public SeMamaea Reusser reminded members of

the March®@ nnu a | Public Seminar and |(Spr

Name Office Liaison for speaker. Linda Harkleroad has tickets. MMGA will pay for the dinner fpr paic
members only, for this year only.

Jerry Martin. . . .. .. President . ....... Archivist Garden Toirdudy M q inded b b King ite
Marilyn Horvath . . . .Vice President . . . Community Gardens Garden Tourudy Marquardt reminded members to get busy maxing Itgms to
. at the 2010 Garden Tour. She said we only have 243 more days to dg this!

JmBare.......... Secretary . . . . .. Programs
Property Trustee Tree Salé Vickie Estep asked members to get Order Forms out into the publi
Larry DrUdge ...... Treasurer .................. then to I:eupply forms as Iocatlons run Out
VickieEstep .. ........ ... L Tree Sale
Web Administrator ELECTION RESULTS
Linda Harkleroad ................... Quilt Gardens
Speaker6s |Bt Vickie Estep and Kate Rink were elected to 3 year terms on the Board|of Dire
Barbara Heeter . . . . . ...\, 2009 Class Rep. Linda Harkleroad, Marilyn Horvath, and Linda Sinon were elected to 2 lyear te
RhondaLoucks................... Club Merchandiser
Garden Tour
JmMaddux ...................... Setup Committee OTHER
PaulMiles ...................... Fair Setup Jean Rombke won the bid on a Christmas Wreath, made by Gwen Fefland (:
_ Membership raiser for the Elkhart Symphony).
Kate Rink. .. ....................... Broadcaster
LindaSinon...................... Annual Dinner Linda Sinon won tonightoés Door Pri
President Paul Miles expressed best wishes to all for the coming holidays. M
—— v v— was adjourned.
- - 3 - " » - .
Respectfully Submitted,
Jim Bare
November 18, 2009
i) 4. /;
< 4//4‘; < 7 HY

25th of the month to Sherrie Zou (sherrie.zou@gmail.com).

R RS R We hope to see everyone on Tuesday,

JANUARY 26, 2010 AT 7 P.M. IN AG HALL
for our next Member Meeting.
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MMGA Membership Meeting Highlights
THANKSORGIVING CARRN & FOOD DRIVE

President, Paul Miles, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcq
MMGA members and 7 members of the 2009 class who were present.

Paul thanked the members for a great year for the organization.

Heidi Zavatsky introduced 7 nominees for the 5 Board of Director openin

med

gs al

instructions for voting. Paper ballots were distributed and completed and har

during dinner.

After a moment of silence, members lined up at the bounteous table containir

kinds of delicious victuals, brought in by those present, the most unusua

of w

the dried kale leaves. The seasonal table decorations and visiting with friend

the tables made for an enjoyable evening. Later, Judy Baker announceq
donations tonight, plus money | e
ing donated to Church Community Services (Elkhart). There was also o
pounds of food items that members brought in tonight for CCS which Jug
Thanks to all who made donations and to Judy for delivering them to CC

BUSINESS

Paul Mileand all of us thanked Judy Baker and her committee for their w
up tonightds meeting.

Ericka Soumareported that the 2009 Master Gardening class is going we
duced seven members here tonight. Planning for their Spring Seminars

Larry DrudgeTreasurer, reported that we have a bit over $31,141,18 in th
day. He has received 2010 dues from 49 members, including some toni

Gwen Ferlamdminded us all to have our 2010 dues paid by January 1. A
corrections can be made at this time.

Mary Davisepresenting the State Convention Committee, noted 3 organi
made significant contributions to the success of the tdrivsrBiaptist Churc
Elkhart Environmental Center, and Mainstreet Wellfield Botanical Garde
gested a gift of $500 to each organization (either cash or a tree of their g
church). J.A. Whitmer moved that we give $500 to each of the named o
Linda Sinon seconded. ACTI&PROVED.
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Day Minder . . . Watch Us Grow!

December 2009
24- | Tues.| Purdue ExtensionElkhart County All Da
25 | -Wed. | Office Closed Christmas Holiday y
Upcoming Meeting Dates 2010
December - No Member or Board meetings in December -

Happy Holidays!

January 18th - Board Meeting
January 26th - Member Meetingd Topic To Be Announced
February 15th - Board Meeting

February 16th - Tree Sale Meeting
February 23th - Member Meeting - Topic To Be Announced

Lampol

April 6th - Tree Sale Meeting

March 13th -  Public Seminar & Annual Meeting
featuring Joe

March 15th -  Board Meeting

April 15th -17th -Annual Tree Sale with SWCD

April 27th - Tree Sale Wrap Up Meeting
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MI CHI ANA MASTER GARDENERDS®

2010 ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS & TERMS

NAME *

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL

* Years remaining on current board term including 2010

Bare, Jim**
Estep, Vickie
Harkleroad, Linda
Heeter, Barbara
Horvath, Marilyn**
Loucks, Rhonda
Maddux, Jim
Martin, Jerry**
Miles, Paul

Rink, Kate

Sinon, Linda

** 2010 Officers: Jerry MartRresident, Marilyn HorvaNice President,

1 574338942

3 268417167

2 574573214

3 578484531

2 574226889

1 5748624294

1 5748624896

1 5748622019

1 574951475

3 5746423213

2 574936172

jibare@verizon.net

spiritdncr@gmail.com

lindaharkleroad@gmail.c

heeter20020@aol.com

mrinifly@aol.com

rhonway@fourway.net

dimadd@msn.com

gardeningduo@juno.con

plmiles@live.com

dl.rink@hotmail.com

llIsinon@maplenet.net

Jim Bared Secretary, Larry Drudg&reasurer

EXOFFICIO MEMBERS

Drudge, Larry**
Burbrink, Jeff

Soumare, Ericka

x 5748622621

5745330554

5745330554

*** Association Treasuhw term limit

12072010 by Jim Bare

None Listed

jburbrink@purdue.edu

esoumare@purdue.edu

S
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Meatballs

1 1/2 pound hamburger

1 cup bread crumbs or oatmeal

2/3 cup diced onion

1 1/2 teaspoon salt

2 eggs

1/2 teaspoon pepper

1/2 cup milk or tomato sauce

1/2 cup green pepper diced

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce

Mix well, form into 1 1/2 inch meatballs. Brown in skillet until done, or
bake in oven 350° for 25-30 min. until done. Or you can purchase al-
ready prepared meatballs.

Ways to serve cooked meatballs:
Meatballs and baked beans. Heat

Pizza Meatballs: top meatballs with 15 o0z. pizza sauce add
mushrooms (optional). Heat

Swedish Meatballs: Gravy: 1 can cream of Mushroom Soup, 3 table
spoons flour (stir into soup until no lumps remain), 1 cup sour
cream, 2 cups milk. Mix well, add Meatballs. Heat

Italian Meatballs: use your favorite Spaghetti sauce, or make the fol-
lowing recipe -- 15 oz tomato sauce, 3/4 teaspoon ltalian sea-
soning, 1/4 teaspoon oregano, 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder,
1/4 teaspoon basil, 1/4 teaspoon parsley, 1/4 teaspoon onion
powder. Add mushrooms too. Top with shredded mozzarella
cheese. Heat

BBQ Meatballs: top the cooked meatballs with your favorite
barbeque sauce. Heat

Pineapple Meatballs: Serve a piece of pineapple with a meatball on
a toothpick. Heat

Submitted by Linda Kimpel
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Recipes from our Master Gardeners

Fruit Salsa

1 can canned Pineapple, diced (or you may use fresh)
1 cup canned Peaches, diced

Apples, two large (may use pears instead)

2 T. Cilantro, chopped

Jalapefio pepper, fresh, one or two depending on taste
1T. Lemon juice

Salt and pepper to taste

Cut fruit in small pieces, mix lemon juice with apples or pears to pre-
vent browning, mix all together, use jalapefios sparingly, add salt and
pepper to taste. This is very good with broiled fish or chicken. Itis a
nice change from tom tomato salsa. ‘

Fruit Pizza

1 roll sugar cookie dough, Pillsbury or store brand
Roll out on small round pizza pan. Bake according to
package directions.

1 package cream cheese

Y c. sugar

1t. vanilla

Mix cream cheese sugar vanilla and spread on cooled cookie

dough.

3bananas-Sl i ce into 10 slices over
1 package strawberry pie glaze from produce section, regular or
sugar free.

Spread strawberry glaze over all bananas to prevent browning.

Top with fresh fruit, whatever is available. You could use strawberries,

raspberries, blueberries, blackberries, whatever is available in any

combination. This is a great dish to take to a carry-in and kids love it.
Submitted by Sherrie Zou

r
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What is CoCoRaHS?

Community Collaborative Rain, Hail, and Snow Network
(CoCoRaHS) is a non-profit, community based network of volun-
teers who take daily measurements of precipitation and then re-
port them so that they can be used by both the local community
and researchers everywhere. The network started in 1998 to
provide better information to the public regarding weather events.
This was done in response to a devastating flood that hit Fort
Collins, Colorado, in July of 1997. Since then, the network has
grown and now includes more than half of the United States.

The way CoCoRaHS works is that every morning, members re-
port what they find in their rain gauges to the organization. Re-
sults are then posted on the web for all to see. Besides local citi-
zens who are interested in the results, numbers can be used by
meteorologists, building contractors, and school personnel and
students.

Basically, the only requirements for participating in the Co-
CoRaHS project are an interest in weather and a high quality rain
gauge. All ages are welcome to join. Once a member, training
sessions are available to ensure that all reports to the database
are as accurate and as consistent as possible. The organization
also maintains a Blog and FaceBook page. For more information
on CoCoRaHS, including how to become a member, visit them
on the web at http://cocorahs.org/.

0, 82




Page 7

Poinsettia Care by Ericka Soumare

The Poinsettia is considered a beautiful flower by
many for its rich red color that adds flare either in-
doors or outside. Itis a very popular Christmas plant.
With the proper care, poinsettias can be preserved
and reused the following year. When the poinsettia
has lost about half of its leaves, the amount of water
given to the plant can be reduced gradually until the soil is com-
pletely dry. The dormant plant can then be stored in a dark room or
basement at a temperature of 50°F. The plant should be watered
just enough to keep the woody stem from drying out.

New growth will begin to sprout around the first of May. This will be
a good time to repot plants. Bunches of plants should be repotted
individually. A good repotting mixture for poinsettias is two parts
potting soil, one part peat moss, and one part perlite or sand. The
stems should be cut back to six inches above the soil, and the plant
will do best if it is near a window facing south where the tempera-
ture is 70° to 75°F. Water the plant only when the soil appears dry.
Also, a complete water soluble fertilizer such as 20-20-20 should be
added every two weeks.

When night temperatures exceed 50°F and the danger of frost has
passed, the poinsettia pot can be put into the ground at rim level in
a well drained, slightly shaded area outside. Remember to rotate
the pot from time to time to prevent the roots from spreading to the
surrounding soil outside the pot.

Before the end of August, the plant should be bought indoors and
kept in a sunny location at 65° to 75°F, with watering and fertilizing
as previously mentioned. Another thing to keep in mind is that
poinsettias must have complete darkness between 5pm and 8am
daily from October 1st to December 15th. If any kind of light expo-
sure takes place, even from a flashlight, then flowering will be de-
layed. A dark closet, container, or box can be helpful in keeping
light away from the plant during these hours.

Preserving the poinsettia to last for another year takes planning and
careful care, but it can be done. For more information on Poinset-
tias and how to care for them, you can visit the web at http://
www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/HO-073.pdf. You can also contact your
Elkhart County Extension office for more information.
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Protecting Plants from Salt Damage
By Ericka Soumare, Ag. Extension Educator

This winter, there will inevitably be salt along the streets, walkways,
and driveways as long as there isice aroundi and t her edl
Salt plays an important role of keeping us safe but it can cause some
damage to plants. There are alternatives that can be used in the
driveway or walkway and as for the salt that is put on the streets;
there are steps that can be taken to reduce the damage on plants.

Salt dissolves and can spread to adjacent soil where it can eventually
travel through the root systems of plants. Plants can respond in dif-
ferent ways, with some dying quickly while others show no affects at
all. Salt was even used in ancient times as biological warfare to de-
stroy the fields and crops of the enemy.

Salt is toxic to plants because it consists of sodium and chloride
which are both harmful to plants. As the salt dissolves in water the
sodium and chloride separate and work against plants in different
ways. The sodium replaces other nutrients that plants need, making
these necessary nutrients unavailable for the plant. The chloride gets
transported to the leaves of plants where they disturb chlorophyll pro-
duction and photosynthesis.

Salt damage will be more obvious on the side of the plant that is fac-
ing the sidewalk or street. In evergreens, the needles will brown on
the side facing the street or walkway as well. When it is possible to
use an alternative to salt, coarse sand may be used to provide the
traction needed to make sidewalks and driveways less dangerous. |If
salt must be used, barriers can be put into place such as plastic fenc-
ing, burlap, or snow fencing to reduce salt contact with plants. Also,
non-sodium de-icing products may be used such as calcium chloride
or calcium magnesium acetate (CMA).

For more information on protecting plants from salt damage, you can
visit the web at http://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ID/ID-412-
W.pdf. You can also contact your Elkhart County Extension office for
more information.




